
Nestboxes 2004
The nesting season has now finished except, as usual, for some late Stock Dove attempts. Below is a summary of
the year's recorded events. Also included are last year's totals to allow a comparison with that terrible year.
Success rates of both eggs and nests are over double what they were last year. The success is partly because of a
lack of systematic predation. There were some fairly isolated losses - wood mice destroyed a few nests in the north
at the egg stage, Great Spotted Woodpeckers partially destroyed two nests in the centre of the wood and just one
brood was taken by a stoat in the south. Weather has also been rather different from recent years. The heavy,
persistent rain has often struck when many nestlings were about a week old - a time when food demand is high but
when the young still need brooding by parents to keep them warm. This year there was no such rain until after the
tits had fledged. However, there did seem to be a shortage of food throughout the tit breeding season. Clutches
were very small - we have had only three years in which the average Blue Tit clutch size was smaller than this
year's 8.1 eggs. Hatching success was also low and, unusually, in very many nests, at least one nestling died before
fledging. The overall Blue Tit nest success rate of 70% is a little lower than typical, as is the percentage of eggs laid
which resulted in a fledged bird. The total number of Blue Tit nests recorded is higher than average and it is
possible that the density of nesting pairs contributed to the lower clutch size and success rate. Overall, however,
the number of Blue Tits fledged from boxes is higher than average. Great Tits, on the other hand, have had a very
much better season. Although their failure rate was, as usual, higher than that of Blue Tits, overall they produced
more nestlings. The subsequent recapture rate of these birds has also been much higher - 26 of them have already
been seen again compared to only two of the Blue Tits. This is only the second year in which more Great Tits have
fledged from our boxes than Blue Tits. Coal Tits laid smaller clutches than normal (typically they lay 10 eggs and
there is little variation from this number). Their fledging success was very high indeed. Only one pair of Marsh Tits
nested in a box (one of the stump boxes) and laid our smallest clutch on record for the species - only 4 eggs.

Species  Nests          Eggs Birds % Success rate   
Recorded Successful laid Adults Nestlings Nestlings Nests Eggs

caught recaptured
on nests fledged (to Sept. 1)

Stock Dove 13 6 26 - 9 - 46 35
Tawny Owl 3 2 10 1 3 - 67 20
Wren 9 7 51 - 39 2 78 76
Robin 1 1 4 - 4 - - -
Blackbird 4 3 14 - 10 - 75 71
Song Thrush 1 1 4 - 3 - - -
Blackcap 1 1 4 - 4 - - -
Marsh Tit 1 1 4 1 3 2 - -
Coal Tit 7 7 62 5 55 9 100 89
Blue Tit 43 30 348 30 186 2 70 53
Great Tit 55 32 377 4 210 25 58 56
Treecreeper 1 1 5 - 5 1 - -
Chaffinch 1 1 4 - 4 - - -
Bullfinch 1 1 4 - 3 - - -
Totals (2004) 141 94 917 41 538 41 67 59

Totals (2003) 133 41 769 29 213 17 31 28
Notes: Nests of species in italics were open nests found incidentally during the nestbox rounds.  There may be a few later records of

Stock Doves. The numbers of nests recorded, for all species, exclude nests which were abandoned before any eggs were laid. 
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Other species fared rather better with larger-than-average clutch sizes for our other box-nesting species - Tawny
Owl, Stock Dove and Wren. We found more open nests too - the Bullfinch nestlings we ringed were our first ever.
We have yet to recapture any nestlings from the open nests, but we have caught two of our nestling-ringed Wrens,
two Marsh Tits and, most rewardingly, two of our Treecreepers. All nest details, as usual, have been recorded and
will be submitted to the BTO Nest Record Scheme. Our crop of nearly 150 nests takes us well into the 'honourable
mention' category in the Nest Record News. Thanks to all of you who have contributed to this year's systematic
contribution to the scheme.

John Bartley made this suggestion about the consequences of a possible food shortage. 

On reading John McM's questions in the last Twitter received, a further one has occurred to me.  You mention
deaths at nestling stage and opine that this may be due to a shortage of food.  If that is the cause, would you
expect the incidence of such deaths to increase the further away from feeders the nest is?  I appreciate that the
food in feeders is not fed to young birds, but its availability ought to reduce the time adults have to spend
foraging for themselves - and thus make more time available for collecting food for the young.   Just a thought.

Does anyone wish to look into this? The data are all available.

Constant Effort Site captures, Treswell Wood, 2004
Species 2003 2004 Change 2003 - 2004

Ad Juv Prod% Ad Juv Prod% Ad JuvProd%
Sparrowhawk 1 0 X 0 0 X − = X
Woodpigeon 0 0 X 1 0 0 + = X
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 0 0 2 0 0 + = X
Wren 19 19 100 13 11 85 − − −
Dunnock 22 3 14 9 2 22 − − +
Robin 13 43 331 18 19 106 + − −
Blackbird 14 4 29 17 6 35 + + +
Song Thrush 7 0 0 5 2 40 − + +
Garden Warbler 2 1 50 0 0 X − − X
Blackcap 17 5 29 21 14 67 + + +
Chiffchaff 6 2 33 7 1 14 + − −
Willow Warbler 2 3 150 0 0 X − − X
Spotted Flycatcher 0 0 X 2 0 0 + = X
Long-tailed Tit 4 2 50 6 2 33 + = −
Marsh Tit 1 0 0 1 0 0 = = X
Willow Tit 2 3 150 2 0 0 = − −
Coal Tit 0 2 X 2 0 0 + − X
Blue Tit 5 3 60 7 1 14 + − −
Great Tit 9 4 44 7 7 100 - + +
Treecreeper 3 8 267 6 6 100 + − −
Jay 1 0 0 0 0 X − = X
Chaffinch 4 1 25 10 0 0 + − −
Bullfinch 13 0 0 6 7 117 − + +
Totals 146 103 70.5 138 81 58.7 − − −

Key Ad - adults caught, Juv - juveniles caught, 

Prod% - productivity (Juv/Ad) − down, + up, = no change, X not calculable

Captures in our standard site nets from May to August inclusive are submitted to the BTO National Constant Effort
Sites scheme. Our totals for the year, with comparisons from last year, are given above. The picture painted by
these figures contrasts with those for our nest recording. Although adult captures were higher than last year in the
first part of the survey season, they dropped later in the second part to give a slightly lower total. In spite of the high
numbers of juveniles known to have fledged, the captures have been noticeable lower than last year. There are a
number of possible explanations and the truth is probably a combination of these and other things too. As noted in
the comments on the nest recording, there may have been a food shortage affecting not only the numbers of
nestlings fledged but also their immediate post-fledging survival. Less well-nourished fledgelings have much lower
chances of surviving. The heavy rain after fledging may also have increased post-fledging mortality. Often juveniles
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join to form large roving flocks in the late summer. If a flock passes a net there may be, sometimes, twenty or thirty
birds caught at one time. Capture of birds from a single flock could, therefore, have made the total very much
higher. We did see one flock passing over our nets on one occasion but it was high in the tree canopy and our
catch from it consisted of a single low-flying juvenile Bullfinch. Although we have trapped many of our nestling-
ringed Great and Coal Tits, almost all of these captures have been at the feeding station. It may be that this feeder
draws birds away from the constant effort nets. However, even if this is so, it is an effect which should be constant
from year to year so should not be reflected in a difference between this and last year. It may be that our site is not
typical this year. Fortunately the national CES scheme relies on results aggregated from many sites across the
country, so potentially atypical results like this year's figures from us should not unduly bias the overall picture.

Zoological Society of London Award for Chris.
June 17th, 2004 will go down as a red-letter day for Chris. This was the date of the Zoological  Society of London’s
Annual Stamford Raffles Lecture with Sir David Attenborough as guest lecturer. A total of ten ZSL Awards were
presented, half of them to eminent Professors.

Chris received the Stamford Raffles Award which is made for distinguished contributions to zoology by amateur
zoologists, or by professionals for work outside their usual specialisation. ZSL’s embarrassingly corny Press Release
says: It’s been nothing less than a ringing success for Chris du Feu this year as he bags the Stamford Raffles Award
Despite being a full-time teacher (now ex-teacher), this amateur naturalist single-handedly turned Treswell Wood,
managed by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, into one of the most informative areas of woodland in the U.K. for
bird monitoring and made Treswell Wood the first official integrated population monitoring site of the BTO.

Inside information tells us that the nomination papers referred to Chris’s use of real natural history data as a
teaching aid; to his work for the BTO in developing B-RING and in speeding the computerisation process by
providing re-furbished machines for ringers; but most of all to his work at Treswell Wood since 1978. Tracking his
contribution from the launch of the first nest-box scheme, through his published papers (in conchology as well as
ornithology) to our recognition as an Integrated Population Monitoring Group, it emphasises Chris’s role in making
our data available to the wider scientific world, through our computerisation programme and the CD-ROM.  But it
still fails to tell world clearly that he is not only our Editor-in-Chief, but also our Chief Scientist.

Sorry to embarrass you, Chris, but the truth must be told, even to your closest friends. John McMeeking

National Nest Reference Collection
This year's supply of nests was delivered safely to the Glasgow University Museum. Mike Hansell sends his thanks
to all of you who have contributed in any way. As usual, we have donated all nests constructed by known females.
He now has several sets of nests made by the same females or nests made by offspring of builders of earlier nests in
the collection. Mike is keen to continue this in future. One particular study using the national collection has
involved Song Thrush nests. Mike is keen to collect as many nests of this species as possible in order to look at
regional variation in construction. Initially, the proportion of mud used in the lining was examined. If you look at
the literature, you will see that Song Thrush nests are lined with mud or, in newer books, mud with some wood
pulp, dung or other organic matter. To Mike's surprise he found no regional variation in the mud content - it was
zero in all nests. So, appearances can be deceptive. The detailed analysis of nest material has shown that what has
always been assumed to be a largely-mud lining, is composed entirely of organic material.

One problem with collecting nests is always the shortage of suitable containers. It would be most helpful if we
could accumulate a stock of containers ready for next season. The best containers are rectangular use-once-and-
throw-away plastic 1 kg margarine or 1 litre ice cream containers. Please start saving them now and pass them to
any of the nestbox team as convenient. Many thanks in advance.

BirdTrack
The BTO has initiated a new on-line bird survey, BirdTrack. Full details are on the BTO web site or at
www.birdtrack.net It aims to record the annual pattern of bird presence through the use of many daily 'lists'. A list
is simply a list of all the species of bird recorded in one place on one day. It has been found that, provided there
are sufficient lists, a good measure of bird abundance is simply the proportion of lists on which that species occurs.
There is no need to make any counts of birds - only to record presence or absence. Submission of data to BirdTrack
is on-line and it is free. Participants can also see the national picture of observations and this is updated daily. It
has been developed using experience gained in running Migration Watch over the last two years but, unlike its
predecessor, BirdTrack will run throughout the year. It is hoped it will become a permanent feature of bird
recording in Britain. 

Why mention it here? Partly to inform you about it and encourage you to partake. However, we normally record
species we see when we are ringing or nest recording in the wood, in addition to the species trapped. Thus we
already record the information necessary to be able to contribute to BirdTrack. I wonder if it would be worth taking
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the time to be a little more thorough in our recording of these casual sightings and to submit them to BirdTrack
each week. It would be a little more work. All we need is a volunteer to agree to do the data entry (and to give
feedback for Twitter, of course). Any offers?

Noteworthy Captures
Species Age/sex Ring Date Grid

Kestrel 6M EH28342 23/05/2004 H03
Our first Kestrel capture for two years and only our third retrap ever. Although Kestrels do range much more widely
than our typical woodland passerines, this one was retrapped within 50 metres of its original capture position just
over two years previously. (see Twitter 2002/3)

Woodpigeon 6 FV89968 04/07/2004 D08
Although Woodpigeons are hardly rare and we often see them during ringing operations, we ring very few in the
wood - this is our 72nd. Generally they have a high recovery rate because of their conspicuousness and because
they are often shot in the cause of pest control although we have only had five recovered - four shot elsewhere and
one found dead in the wood.

Woodpigeon 4 FV89986 11/08/2004 Q02 feeder
We record all birds caught at the feeders as coming to artificial food. Some must be just passing by the area and be
trapped in the nets rather than coming specifically to feed. This bird, for instance, is most unlikely to have been
attracted to our hanging supplies of food. We have not heard of Woodpigeon hanging from peanut feeders, but in
our case the bird would also have to squeeze through the squirrel-proof steel mesh in order to reach the nuts, seeds
or grain. Perhaps it was looking for spilt grain on the floor.

Great Spotted Woodpecker6M RH94711 23/05/2004 F02 cover photograph
This particular woodpecker had, somehow, lost about a third of its upper mandible. In spite of that it was managing
to survive quite well - its weight of 84 g was typical for the species.

In beginning of the Twitter era, nearly ten years ago, we tended to report all captures of non-passerine birds. This
practice would make for a very long issue this time because of the abundance of captures of this species. This was
the first of 12 birds captured during the ten week interval. The number of CBC territories recorded has been rising
over the years and they are now common in the wood and very hard to miss, even by the half-deaf ringer. The
most spectacular day was June 26 when three nets were set for 4 hours at the feeder after the nestbox round. The
total catch of about 40 included six birds of this species, three each new and retrap, and three each adult and
juvenile. Surprisingly, in spite of their abundance, predation on nestboxes this year has been minimal.

Great Spotted Woodpecker 3 CT84044 11/07/2004 N00
Today proved to be another good woodpecker
day with four individuals captured, three of
them being new juveniles. This bird was
recaptured later in the day at the feeding
station. For some reason (and it would be good
to know what that reason might be) all the
woodpecker captures at the feeders were in
exactly the same part of the same mist net - as
if woodpeckers only approached the feeders
along a single, well defined flight-path.
Memory is not always reliable, but many of
our other recent captures at the feeders have
been made in exactly the same place. 

For the record, so far this year we have ringed
6 juvenile Great Spotted Woodpeckers - our
previous best years were 2003 and 2002 when
we ringed 4 juveniles.

Wren 6 1M1294 08/08/2004 H02
Wrens are not long-lived birds so it is always pleasing to retrap one even two years after ringing. Even better if it is,
as this one, a bird ringed as a nestling (box 13, P01 in July 2002). In addition, it was trapped very near to a Wren
nest at which we had ringed the nestlings earlier in the morning. As typical for Wrens, its other adult capture
position was within a few metres of today's location, both of which were nearly 500 metres from its natal site.
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Blackbird 6M RR11930 22/08/2004 M00
Blackbirds can live for over a decade. Most, however, die well before old age sets in, victims of cats,
Sparrowhawks, cars, windows, cold, territorial disputes or similar. This one still has some way to go but has
managed to survive into its sixth year after fledging. It was ringed as a juvenile in October 1998, retrapped in
March 2002 and again today. Its juvenile capture was in centre of the wood, both its recaptures in the Windy Ride
area, all of 250 metres distant.

Spotted Flycatcher 4M R353373 23/05/2004 G02
Murphy's Law rules supreme. After the special
low-fronted boxes for this species had been
unused for 14 years, I decided to remove
them before they dropped apart. It should
have been, therefore, no surprise to catch this
bird. More surprising was that it was in
breeding condition and had arrived so early.
Even in the good old days, these birds were
rarely caught until the very end of May - this
is the third earliest capture ever. A week later
we trapped another two, a male and a female,
in the north of the wood. There have been no
other captures since, no CBC records and no
nests found.

Spotted Flycatchers used to be relatively
common in the wood. In 1984 there were 5
nesting attempts in boxes alone and we also
recorded a maximum of 5 CBC territories in that year. Our most recent captures were in 2001 (2 birds in total). The
last recorded nesting attempt was in 1990 and the last successful nest recorded was in 1987.  Since 1997 we have
had no CBC territories.

Nuthatch 3J VR78781 06/06/2004 G02
Nuthatches continue to avoid our nestboxes but it seems that they are breeding in the wood. This was a very
recently fledged juvenile still with a bill much shorter than the full adult length. Further evidence of breeding came
with four Nuthatches captured on 16/06/2004. With the two new juveniles was a pair of recaptured adults.
Thereafter followed another young new male on 15/08/2004 and one more young bird of each sex on 29/08/2004.
We have never had so many captures of this species in such a short time. A nestbox occupant next year?

Blackcap 6M P400803 30/05/2004 R-1
This bird was originally caught within 20 metres of today's recapture position on the same weekend two years ago.
In 2003 it was AWOL. Did we fail to catch it in spite of it being on one of our standard sites, or was it elsewhere?

Blackcap 3J R353493 11/07/2004 Q02 Feeder
It is sometimes possible to determine the sex of a juvenile Blackcap by the darkness of the brown in its cap. Males
tend to have a darker brown cap than females, although it is only noticeable on some individuals. This bird was
exceptional. It was clearly a juvenile by the fluffy, fresh plumage and by the presence of extensive bare parts on its
body between the tracts where its nestling plumage grows. However, its head was almost completely black, it had
only a narrow buff half-collar around the nape. The black crown feathers were quite unlike those of the adult male,
being matt rather than glossy and very loose textured. We trapped a second, almost-as-black juvenile, R353558, on
22/08/2004. Has anyone else seen a black-capped juvenile Blackcap?

Marsh Tit 3J R558610 27/06/2004 E00
With only three birds fledged from our single brood this year, we did not have much hope of any recaptures.
Ringing is full of surprises. Here, less than a month after fledging this juvenile appears, independent of its parents
and already having moved from the 'northern' Marsh Tit area well into the south, travelling with a party of other
juvenile Marsh and Willow Tits. It would seem that there was at least one other brood of these birds in a natural
site, for in the party was an unringed juvenile. Also, giving evidence for breeding within the wood, was a juvenile
Willow Tit. And, to add to our pleasure, also recaptured on the same day was R558611, a sibling of this bird, also
in the south of the wood. A reminder, in case you happen to see a black-capped tit with colour rings: any bird with
a red ring on either leg is a Marsh Tit. Willow Tits carry uniquely identifiable coloured rings, ring combinations on
both legs are needed for identification of the individual.
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Willow Tit 4 P400097 04/08/2004 Q02 Feeder
Some of our Willow Tits are, for small birds, very long-lived. Twitter 43 gave details of their capture history lengths
in the wood. This one, now just over four years since ringing as a juvenile, is now in the oldest percentile of
recapture history length.

Treecreeper 3J 9G4171 04/07/2004 D08
The previous issue of Twitter noted the ringing of our first ever successful brood of Treecreepers in a nestbox. What
a great pleasure to retrap at least one of the brood of 5. The nest was in the northern half of the wood and this was
captured in the deep south. Like Marsh and Willow Tits, adult Treecreepers seem to regard Norman's Ride, which
divides compartments F and G, as a demarcation line and they seem to cross it very rarely. Juveniles are different
and need to explore widely before finding a breeding territory. As with Marsh Tit, R558610, noted above, this
young bird had already left the parent's home range and was moving about in the other part of the wood.

Great Tit 3J TC61013 13/06/2004 Q02 feeder
Great Tit juveniles are very quick to frequent the feeders. This particular bird was the first of this year's nestling
ringed Great Tits to be recaptured. John Clark ringed it and also had the pleasure of processing it on its first
recapture. A great day for the paternal ringer!

Bullfinch 6M N275319 25/07/2004 F04
A goodly aged bird - we ringed it as a young bird in October 1999 and retrapped it twice in 2000. We did not see
it from October 2000 until May 2003, but since then it has been captured another three times.

Controls and recoveries

Species Age/sex Ring Date Grid

Bullfinch 5F N361652 11/04/2004 D03
Very few of the birds ringed at West Burton Power Station come our way. Possibly many of the birds caught during
the summer ringing course are on passage along the Trent Valley flyway and are unlikely to venture from it. Even
juveniles of resident species rarely seem to move to Treswell Wood. This is one of the few exceptions - ringed as a
juvenile during the August 2003 course.

Great Tit 4F R017102 23/05/2004 D05 On nest
A bird, ringed by Peter Cobb at Darlton willow plantations on 23 June 2002 as a juvenile and found nesting in one
of our boxes late in the season. Another of our spring influx which has eluded our mist-netting endeavours. Did it
breed in the wood in 2003? Why was it nesting so late this year?

10 Week Summary 2004 Interval 3 (Standard Site captures only)
Visits 1658,1652,1651,1653,1650,1655,1659

New Birds Recaptures Total
Adult 5 3 Adult 5 3

Woodpigeon 1 . . . . . 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker . . 1 2 . . 3
Wren 2 1 3 5 2 1 14
Dunnock 3 1 1 3 1 . 9
Robin 2 4 12 2 5 1 26
Blackbird . 4 3 6 2 . 15
Song Thrush 2 2 1 . . . 5
Blackcap 6 3 1 3 . . 13
Chiffchaff 2 . . 1 1 . 4
Spotted Flycatcher 2 . . . . . 2
Long-tailed Tit 1 . 4 3 . . 8
Willow Tit . . . 2 . . 2
Coal Tit . . . . 1 . 1
Blue Tit . . . 1 2 . 3
Great Tit . . 2 2 . . 4
Treecreeper . . 2 . 2 1 5
Chaffinch 1 2 . 4 . . 7
Bullfinch 2 2 . . . . 4
Totals 24 19 30 34 16 3 126
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